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Disclaimer: This paper includes examples of hateful 
content, including antisemitic symbols and other 

forms of highly offensive material. Reader discretion 
is advised when reviewing this content.



Vision Language Models
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Image Captioning

Website Creating

Visual Question Answering

Content Moderation
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Superficial Meaning: 
A cartoon drawing of a 
smiling man with 
exaggerated features
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Deeper Meaning: 
An antisemitic caricature 
that perpetuates harmful 
stereotypes of Jewish 
people as greedy and 
manipulative

Superficial Meaning: 
A cartoon drawing of a 
smiling man with 
exaggerated features
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Without cultural and historical awareness, VLMs may 
fail to recognize the harmful intent — or worse, treat it 

as harmless cartoon content and be exploited to 
create harmful content



What Do We Do?

9

Understanding
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Understanding Exploiting
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VLMs can generally understand hateful memes, even 
for the newly emerged ones!
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Exploiting – Refusal Rate

13

The VLMs DO NOT always refuse to generate hate speech  



Exploiting - Results 
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Over 40% of outputs contain hate speech for 
the given meme



Exploiting
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Takeaways

16

Understanding Exploiting Caution
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Thanks for your listening!
yihan.ma@cispa.de
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